Principal
Profiles

GR A N D E
C AC HE
ZO N E
At Grande Yellowhead Public School Division, we are proud of the individuals who lead
our schools and share their passion and innovation with the staff and youth they
interact with on a daily basis. A strong school leader is someone who leads and models
learning, supports a collaborative and reflective learning community, and one who makes
child-focused decisions. Here is a peek at those strong leaders in your community!

2020/2021

Arthur Cota

John Hammer

Jacqueline Mines

Sheldon Coates
Elementary School
JK to Grade 3

Summitview School
Grades 4 to 8

SonRise Christian
Program K to Grade 6
Grande Cache Community
High School
Grades 9 to 12
The Learning Connection
Grades 1 to 12

Arthur Cota
Arthur became the principal at Sheldon Coates Elementary School in 2020,
following ten years of service with Grande Yellowhead Public School Division. He
was previously the assistant principal at Grande Cache Community High School
and a teacher in the SonRise Christian Program. Before joining GYPSD, Arthur was
a kindergarten teacher with the Little Red River Board of Education. He grew up in
Sharbot Lake, Ontario, and received undergraduate degrees in history and
education from Queen’s University at Kingston. In 2011, he completed a Master of
Education in cultural and policy studies from the same institution. He enjoys
working collaboratively with staff, parents, and community partners to support
and equip the next generation of leaders. During his free time, Arthur enjoys
reading, travelling, hiking, skiing, and listening to podcasts..

John Hammer
John became the principal at Summitview in 2013, following
six years of service within GYPSD. His career began at Nimitz
High School in Houston, Texas, where he taught Grade 10 and
11 students English Language Arts. He has also taught in
North Dakota and Kansas before moving to Grande Cache in
the fall of 2008 where he spent the next six years teaching
Grade 8. John grew up in Starbuck, Minnesota, and received
his undergraduate degree from the University of North
Dakota. He has started a Master’s Degree in Teaching
English as a Second Language out of Fort Hays, Kansas.
John views literacy and numeracy as the foundation of
academic progress, and this forms his leadership focus in
Summitview School. Collaboration among staff, principals,
parents, students, and central office supports are key to
continuous growth in both of these areas. This team
approach is also essential in supporting parent, teacher, and
student relationships for the purpose of providing the best
possible experience for his students. John believes
“Relationships are a key component of student and teacher
success because students don’t care about what you can
teach them until they know how much you care about
them.” During his free time, he enjoys reading, fishing, hiking,
hunting, dog training, and spending time with family.

Jacqueline Mines
Jacqueline became the principal at GCCHS in 2011,
following 21 years of service within the Division. Her
career began at St Joe's in Whitecourt, where she taught
physical education and science. She taught physical
education K-12, science, and a number of options
including cosmetology over the years before she
accepted the principal position. Jacqueline is a
hometown girl after emigrating to Grande Cache from
Sunderland, England when she was 7 years old. Her dad
came to work at McIntyre Coal in 1972. She graduated
from GCCHS in 1983 and went on to receive her Bachelor
of Education from the University of Alberta with a major in
Physical education and a minor in Biology. Being principal
has given her the chance to live her credo “owner, not
renter,” wholeheartedly. This was so evident as GCCHS
progressed through the modernization project of 20142017. Jackie could be seen digging in and helping with
everything from painting dividers, to construction, and to
moving furniture as areas were completed and
classrooms were relocated. She even had her own hard
hat for the many site meetings she attended. Teaching
and leadership is a lifestyle not a job for Jackie. During
her free time, she spends her time playing slo-pitch,
gardening, hiking and spending time with her family.

